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Copeland's Nuclear Road Map:
An Update

Welcome to the second edition of the Copeland
Nuclear update. With less than 100 days to go
until the UK hosts COP26 in Glasgow, it will 
come as no surprise that the race to secure net-
zero is a heavily reoccurring theme among the
coming pages. 

In this issue you’ll find the recently launched Net-
Zero Needs Nuclear: A Roadmap to 2024, calling for
the Government to create a new nuclear financing
model this year, approve two large-scale nuclear
projects by 2024, and establish the framework for
deploying new Small Modular Reactors (AMRs)
across the UK, among other steps. 

These investments would save around 30 million
tonnes of emission per year by 2035 and create
more than 90,000 jobs in the UK. The paper also
highlights how nuclear can meet all the
Government’s ambitions to level up, reach net zero,
and to build back better after Covid-19 by creating
thousands of skilled green jobs. 

It is encouraging to see plans to have the latest
nuclear technology up and running within the next
decade move a step closer as part of the drive to
reach net zero emissions, which you can read more
about on page 5. 

Next month, I will be hosting and joining events as
part of the very first Nuclear Week in Parliament. As
the MP for the Centre of Nuclear Excellence, it is a
huge privilege to be supporting events with a direct
focus on the role nuclear energy can play in realising
our net-zero ambitions, and I look forward to joining
colleagues, industry leaders and apprentices to
celebrate all things nuclear. 

I was pleased to hear the Secretary of State for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy committing
to investing in the UK’s workforce during a statement
to the house recently, to ensure we have the skills to
deliver a low-carbon transition. He said: “This is the
case for the engineers and construction workers who
will build the new offshore wind farms and nuclear
plants to provide clean power to our homes, to the
retrofitters who will make homes more comfortable
and efficient’. 

The UK’s nuclear industry can play a leading part in
powering, heating and transporting our
communities, whilst reducing carbon emissions and
setting a global standard.
I hope you find this update helpful and please do get
in touch with me at
Trudy.harrison.mp@parliament.uk if you would
like to join Copeland’s nuclear support group. 

mailto:Trudy.harrison.mp@parliament.uk


Nuclear Delivery Group launches
Roadmap To 2024

A nuclear roadmap highlighting the critical
steps Government must take in order to
achieve net-zero targets has been published. 

Launched by the APPG for Nuclear Energy, Net-
Zero Needs Nuclear: A Roadmap to 2024, is the
culmination of work spearheaded by the Nuclear
Delivery Group Founder, Trudy Harrison MP and
Ynys Môn MP, Virginia Crosbie, along with
leading industry experts. 

The APPG has called for the Government to
create a new nuclear financing model this year,
approve two large-scale nuclear projects by
2024, and establish the framework for deploying
new Small Modular Reactors (AMRs) across the
UK, among other steps. 

These investments would save around 30 million
tonnes of emission per year by 2035 and create
more than 90,000 jobs in the UK. Nuclear jobs
are already among the most skilled and 

 

well-paid in the country, with an average GVA
per worker of almost £100,000. 

The paper also highlights how nuclear can meet
all of the Government’s ambitions to level up,
reach net zero, and to build back better after
Covid-19 by creating thousands of skilled green
jobs. 

Trudy said: "Thank you to all the industrial,
academic and supporting organisations who
have collaborated to launch this report.

"Moorside was a key part of my campaign
promise and I have unfinished businesses. I
remain ambitious and determined to deliver. 

"This report will, I hope, focus minds upon the
impending urgency to commit to a
comprehensive nuclear energy new build
programme in Copeland and across the UK." 

Please find the paper here.
 
 

http://www.niauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Net-Zero-Needs-Nuclear-%E2%80%93-A-Roadmap-to-2024.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3ounUrgGu55CMTSNAFgMB_uWQr3ThtZlwpSMrY6WZQn7M5JG0bwMNlyKM


A wide range of influential organisations are
Official Partners of Net Zero Week, including
Energy UK, Institute of Directors (IOD), UK
Research and Innovation (UKRI), Lighting
Industry Association (LIA), World Biogas
Association, Zemo Partnership, Energy
Networks Association, Carbon Capture &
Storage Association, Nuclear Industry
Association, Energy & Utilities Alliance and
many more.

 
On the 27th June 2019, the UK became the
first major economy in the world to pass laws
to end our contribution to climate change. 
The legislation committed the nations of the
UK to reduce all greenhouse gas emissions to
net zero by 2050. 

In November 2020, the Prime Minister set out
an ambitious Ten Point Plan for a Green
Industrial Revolution covering clean energy,
transport, nature and innovative technologies
committing to ‘push nuclear power as a clean
energy source’ as well as including provision
for large nuclear, as well as for advanced and
small nuclear reactors. 

You can tune into the panel event by
clicking here.

'This Government is in tune with
decarbonisation and we’re in tune with
nuclear', said Trudy during panel event to
highlight the role nuclear energy can play in
the race to secure net-zero. 

'Why Net-Zero Needs Nuclear' part of Net Zero
Week was hosted by the Nuclear Industry
Association to  examine the possibilities and
urgency of nuclear investment. 

The event provided Copeland's MP the chance
to fly the flag for the area's nuclear industry
speaking proudly of her constituency’s world-
class skills and knowledge. 

Trudy, said: “I’ve been delighted to work
alongside the industry, academia and
organisations over the past few months to
develop a road map to net zero, with the
Government asks to set out a clear intention to
enable the private sector to confidently invest
in nuclear power stations and energy hubs. I’ll
be keeping the pressure up, and I know I am in
a good position to do that.”

The inaugural Net Zero Week, sponsored by
Northern Gas and Power, is a government and
industry-backed national awareness week and
runs between 17th – 23rd July. 

Net Zero Week: 'This Government is in
tune with decarbonisation and we’re in

tune with nuclear'

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/MsQcEgT4vrQfC3cum363BH2N2SzbZF8jdQmo4qz_Lh_wWogGj8LmzU5kaUjHB_sZ.-L2ysS28HGDHJWXT?startTime=1626771750000
https://twitter.com/hashtag/nuclear?src=hashtag_click


Trudy highlights importance of advanced
nuclear technologies to Innovation

Minister

Following a BEIS roundtable on Innovation
Technologies, Trudy has written to
Innovation Minister, Amanda Solloway MP
to highlight how the UK can lead the world
with advanced nuclear and hydrogen
production technologies. 

The UK has over 50 years’ experience of
operating the world’s only commercial fleet of
gas-cooled nuclear reactors and through this
technology, we have the capability to deliver a
world leading hydrogen economy and deliver
Net Zero at lower cost to consumers. Exports of
skills, innovative technology and hydrogen
would catalyse a complete UK value chain,
driving growth and high-skilled green jobs.

The Nuclear Innovation and Research Advisory
Board (NIRAB) have identified HTGR technology
as the most promising advanced nuclear
technology that could contribute to a UK net
zero energy system, sitting alongside more
established nuclear technologies such as water
cooled Small Modular Reactors (SMRs). 

In addition, research by the International
Atomic Energy Agency indicates that hydrogen
from HTRs can be cheaper than other fossil fuel
or renewable alternatives. Modelling by NNL
(the UK’s National Nuclear Laboratory) 

and the Energy Systems Catapult
demonstrates that such cost-competitive
hydrogen could double the role of hydrogen in
a future Net Zero energy system, diversifying
the energy transition and spawning a world
leading hydrogen economy. Hydrogen from
renewables has a role to play but is limited to
today’s technology.

Trudy said: "As the MP for Copeland, I am
incredibly proud of our position as the Centre
of Nuclear Excellence. We have an indisputable
capability; nowhere in the world could you find
such a concentration of nuclear knowledge
and skills and so I welcome proposals for a
collaborative UK demonstration programme
between the Japan Atomic Energy Authority
(JAEA) and the National Nuclear Laboratory. 

"Government’s investment in advanced
nuclear technologies so far is incredibly
welcome, however, it is imperative that the UK
leads the way with advanced nuclear and
hydrogen production technologies, including
the Advanced Modular Reactor (AMR)
demonstration programme."

In the coming weeks, Trudy will be meeting
with the Minister to explore these innovative
technologies in further detail. 



Government progresses demonstration of
next generation nuclear reactor

 

The UK government’s plan to have the
latest nuclear technology up and running
within the next decade has moved a step
closer as part of the drive to reach net zero
emissions.

A Call for Evidence, published (29 July), sets out
the government’s suggested approach to
building the first advanced modular reactor
(AMR) demonstrator. This will specifically
explore high temperature gas reactors (HTGRs)
as the most promising model for the
demonstration programme, which ministers
are investing £170 million into delivering by the
early 2030s.

AMRs are typically smaller than conventional
nuclear power stations, more flexible, and
could be built at a fraction of a cost. It is hoped
that as well as safely creating electricity to
power homes on the grid, HTGRs will also be
able to generate low-carbon hydrogen.

In addition, thanks to also generating
extremely high temperature heat, they could
help decarbonise industry and potentially
power district heating networks by the 2040s.

Around a third (37%) of the UK’s carbon
emissions come from heat, with a significant
portion from heavy industrial processes. 

By generating heat at between 500 and 950°C -
higher than other types of AMR - HTGRs could
significantly - 

 

cut emissions from processes such as
cement, paper, glass and chemical
production in the UK’s industrial heartlands.

Ministers are inviting views from industry
and the public on the government’s
preference to explore the potential of HTGRs
for its AMR demonstration project.

Minister of State for Energy, Anne Marie
Trevelyan, said: "While renewables like wind
and solar will become an integral part of
where our electricity will come from by 2050,
they will always require a stable low-carbon
baseload from nuclear. That is why,
alongside negotiations with the developers
of Sizewell C in Suffolk, we are pressing
ahead with harnessing new and exciting
advanced nuclear technology.

"Advanced modular reactors are the next
level of modern nuclear technology and
have the potential to play a crucial role not
only in tackling carbon emissions, but also in
powering industry and driving forward
Britain’s economic growth, as we build back
greener."

The step builds on the commitment made in
the Energy White Paper and the Prime
Minister’s Ten Point Plan for £170 million of
investment in an R&D programme for
Advanced Modular Reactors, as part of a
£385 million package to accelerate the
development of more flexible nuclear
technologies.

Independent research from the University of
Manchester’s Dalton Nuclear Institute, Royal
Society and the Energy Systems Catapult
have concluded that AMRs could play a vital
role in supporting a future clean energy
system.

Full details can be found here. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/potential-of-high-temperature-gas-reactors-to-support-the-amr-rd-demonstration-programme-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-white-paper-powering-our-net-zero-future/energy-white-paper-powering-our-net-zero-future-accessible-html-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-ten-point-plan-for-a-green-industrial-revolution/title
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-progresses-demonstration-of-next-generation-nuclear-reactor
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-progresses-demonstration-of-next-generation-nuclear-reactor


Rolls-Royce: SMRs could play 'pivitol' role
in net-zero commitments 

Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) have the
potential to play a pivotal role in the
development of a clean UK energy system
– vital, if we are to meet our net-zero
commitments. 

Decarbonisation continues to be the key
theme in Westminster – it is core to the
recent ‘Green Jobs Taskforce report’, the
‘Transport Decarbonisation plan’, and will
figure heavily in the upcoming Government
Net Zero Strategy.

Achieving this huge step towards
decarbonisation of our economy will require
significant investment in low carbon
electricity generation. We therefore see an
opportunity to deliver low cost nuclear
power, through a standardised, investable
approach, by deploying SMR’s in the United
Kingdom and eventually, in export markets.

We signed an MOU in July with Cavendish
Nuclear to further develop our thinking on
the deployment of manufacturing and
modularisation techniques, which will be vital
to us delivering nuclear in a better way. 

This approach will see the UK move away
from high risk, complex construction
programmes and towards a predictable,
factory led, commoditised approach. 

Investment in the SMR design over the last 18
months has led to 200 design decisions being
sanctioned and integrated into the design,
resulting in significant performance,
economic, and risk reduction improvements,
such as a 7% increase in power output - at no
extra cost, meaning our power station will
have an output sufficient to power a city the
size of Leeds.

We are now moving forward to the next stage
of design development and will enter the UK
licensing process shortly, further
strengthening and growing our workforce as
well as engaging with Government on issues
such as siting, financing and supply chain
opportunities.

80% of this project (by value) will be delivered
with UK suppliers – a unique offering in
energy investment and a huge opportunity
for us to work with suppliers across Cumbria
and the wider region to deliver this project.

Net zero needs nuclear – and we look forward to contributing
to that exciting future.

 



Rolls-Royce and Cavendish Nuclear strike
agreement

 

Rolls-Royce and Cavendish Nuclear have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to explore opportunities to deepen the
relationship between the parties through
cooperation on the Rolls-Royce SMR
programme.

Trudy welcomed the news and said a new
agreement between Rolls Royce and Cavendish
Nuclear is ‘excellent news’ for Copeland.

The agreement between the companies will look
at how they can work together on small modular
nuclear reactors in the future, which would
generate new forms of nuclear power that it is
hoped could power up to a million homes.

It is hoped that one possible site for the reactor
would be Moorside, near Sellafield, due to
discussions that have been carried out over the
past year

Trudy told of her hopes for the companies to
choose to build the reactors in Copeland.

She said: “It’s no secret that I want Rolls-Royce to
develop their first demonstrator Small Module
Reactor power station at Sellafield.

“We know more about nuclear power than
anywhere else in Europe and we have an industrial
power recruitment. We also have a local council
which understands the planning requirements
more than any other.

“The Government has committed hundreds of
millions to the SMR development already and every
step towards a siting decision is very good news for
skills, jobs, manufacturing, clean energy, UK energy
security and export potential.

“I’m in no doubt this is fantastic news for Copeland
and stand firm on my commitment to secure a
strong nuclear future.”

She also believed the deal would expand on the
already strong nuclear expertise that the
community already holds.

She said:“We have globally recognised companies
in West Cumbria and locally grown precision
engineering expertise. 

"This collaboration between Cavendish Nuclear and
the UKSMR consortium builds on our knowledge
and galvanises our prominent position.”

Full details here.

https://www.rolls-royce.com/media/press-releases/2021/08-07-2021-rr-and-cavendish-nuclear-sign-delivery-and-manufacturing-partnership-agreement.aspx


'It’s time to realise our world leading
expertise' says Trudy during visit to

Hartlepool Power Station

In May, Trudy and newly elected MP for
Hartlepool, Jill Mortimer were guests at
Hartlepool power station. 

The MPs went on to site to meet station
director, Craig Dohring to understand how the
site had carried on producing net zero
electricity for around two million homes while
protecting its staff and the community from
the on-going pandemic. 

The visit also provided the chance to meet
apprentices in the site’s off-site training
workshops and key operations staff in the
station’s control room simulator. 

The two MPs were also given a behind the
scenes station tour, seeing the impressive
turbine hall and standing on top of one of the
site’s two nuclear reactors.

Trudy said: "As the Decommissioning of
Hartlepool, Heysham, Hinkley Point B, 

 
 
 

Hunterston B, Torness, and Dungeness B,
power stations all start to commence, it’s time
to realise our world leading expertise in gas
cooled reactors. 

"The Prime Minister has committed to a 5GW
production capacity of hydrogen in his ten point
plan for a green industrial revolution and I
know from speaking with the National Nuclear
Laboratory, there is a huge scope for securing
more cost effective, environmentally sensitive,
hydrogen and other gases for transportation
and for heat use across our country. 

"Japan are already investing in the UK Atomic
Energy Authority with their high temperature
gas cooled reactors. What I would like to see is a
demonstrator model in our National Nuclear
Laboratory  to prove that the technology is the
most cost efficient and environmentally
sensitive way of producing hydrogen at large
scale, which is what will be required to heat the
homes and businesses and fuel the combustion
engines of the future."

 



Nuclear power to take centre stage in
parliament spotlight 

Nuclear power is set to be the focus of a
series of Parliamentary events as part of the
first ever Nuclear Week in Parliament in
September. 

Dedicated to all things nuclear, Trudy will be
making the inaugural Nuclear Week in
Parliament by hosting and joining a number of
events aiming to showcase the best the UK
nuclear industry has to offer.

The purpose of Nuclear Week is to promote the
opportunities that nuclear energy presents
within parliament, and to bring together key
stakeholders and decision makers  to hold
productive conversations and to help drive
forward the UK nuclear industry.

The week, organised by the Nuclear Industry
Association in collaboration with industry and
parliamentary stakeholders, will take place in
the week commencing the 13th September,
covering the whole breadth of the industry, UK
market and export opportunities.

The NIA say nuclear is the most powerful,
efficient and jobs-rich form of low-carbon
energy we can use to hit net zero.

With the lowest carbon footprint of any
electricity source, nuclear provides reliable,
always-on power that has already saved the UK
billions of tonnes of CO2 and has the
opportunity to save many times more than that
on the path to net zero.
 
Nuclear is also key to levelling up the economy
and building back better from the pandemic,
with high quality green jobs spread widely across
the country providing a gross value added twice
the national average.

In celebration of the week, Trudy will join with
the NIA to host the 'Net Zero Needs Nuclear'
parliamentary reception on Monday 13th
September, inviting cross-party colleagues and
industry leaders to discuss how nuclear can play
a vital part in achieving net zero.  

A Nuclear Skills and Apprenticeships Fair will also
be held, with apprentices from across the
country joining forces in Parliamnet to highlight
why nuclear is the industry for them. 

In addition, a British Nuclear Industrial and
Export event will showcase the very best of
British nuclear, covering the industry, UK market
and export opportunities.

Trudy said: "As the MP for the Centre of Nuclear
Excellence, it is incredibly exciting to be
supporting Nuclear Week In Parliament, the first
of its kind and I look forward to joining
colleagues, industry leaders and apprentices to
celebrate all things nuclear." 



Trudy shines light on Copeland's nuclear
future during Energy Minister visit

 

Trudy shone a light on next generation
nuclear to the Energy Minister during a
recent visit to Copeland. 

The local MP joined Energy Minister, Anne-
Marie Trevelyan MP on a visit to the Civil
Nuclear Constabulary where she discussed
her roadmap to securing the area’s nuclear
future.

During the visit, Trudy, founder and  co-chair
of the Nuclear Delivery Group, highlighted
Copeland’s world-class nuclear capabilities
and her vision for a Rolls-Royce reactor to be
sited at Sellafield.

The visit to the Civil Nuclear Constabulary saw
the Energy Minister officially open the new
Griffin Park tactical training centre. 

Trudy said: “Welcoming the Energy Minister to
Sellafield, I talked about the importance of
next generation nuclear and my plan for a
Rolls-Royce reactor to be sited at Sellafield.”

 

The visit follows the announcement from EDF
that Dungeness nuclear power station in Kent
has reached the end of its life, with defueling set
to begin immediately.

It was also announced that Hunterston B in North
Ayrshire, Scotland will begin its final six months
of electricity generation before moving into the
defueling phase.

Trudy added: “As both Dungeness and
Hunterston power stations face defueling, after
decades of dependable service, the pressure is
on to secure the baseload, clean energy that only
nuclear energy provides.

“Here in Copeland, we have the site, technical
knowledge, community support and
manufacturing capability.”

In May, the Nuclear Delivery Group, co-chaired by
Trudy and Ynys’s Mon’s MP, Virginia Crosbie,
reached a pivotal moment after presenting their
proposed net-zero roadmap to Government
which aims to push forward an agenda for new
nuclear in the UK. 

 



Contract extension secured for Sellafield
Pile Fuel Cladding Silo project

 

 
Sellafield Ltd. has awarded Bechtel
Cavendish Nuclear Solutions a two-year
contract extension and added work to the
Pile Fuel Cladding Silo project at Sellafield. 

The team has been on the project since 2012,
designing and installing access doors and
remote-handling equipment to retrieve
decades-old nuclear waste from sealed
compartments in a building described as one
of Europe’s most hazardous.

The waste consists of 3,200 cubic meters of
radioactive cladding – pieces of metal tubes
used for uranium fuel rods in some of the
UK’s earliest nuclear reactors. The mission of
the PFCS project is to deliver a system that
allows Sellafield to retrieve the waste, package
it safely, and dispose of it permanently.

“This award continues our very special
relationship with our Sellafield colleagues,
which has enabled us to consistently deliver
ahead of time and under budget,” said Clive
Billiald, Bechtel programme manager. 

“I am incredibly proud of our collective team,
who thoroughly deserve the trust placed in
them.

 

 procurement, manufacture, preparation,
installation, and commissioning of additional
equipment to allow Sellafield to retrieve
waste from the remaining five silo
compartments, once the first compartment
has been emptied

 extension and growth of off-site testing
facilities, to develop future systems for use on
the retrievals plant

 establishment of a new, centralized control
building for all silo monitoring and waste
retrieval operations

"This award allows us to build on our initiatives to
maximise the benefits felt by our local
communities, and to create a project legacy
further afield,” said Robin Spurr, Bechtel
Cavendish Nuclear Solutions’ Social Value lead. 

"We will utilize the skills and experience of
Bechtel and Cavendish Nuclear people, in
conjunction with the Sellafield project team, to
create a truly collaborative approach to Social
Impact, which will bring greater value to the local
area.” The new scope 

calls for:



UK's prototype fusion energy plant is one
step closer to finding a home

 

The Moorside site has been named as
one of fifteen sites in the running to
become the future home of the UK’s
prototype fusion energy power plant –
the Spherical Tokamak for Energy
Production, or STEP. 

The successful site for STEP will become a
global hub for fusion energy and
associated industries, creating thousands
of highly skilled jobs during the
construction and operation of the plant,
while attracting investment that will
enable the development of a new UK
science and technology centre of
excellence.

Fusion has the potential to provide an
abundant source of low-carbon energy by
copying the processes that power the sun
and stars. This exciting new technology will
play an important role alongside
established renewable technologies such
as wind and solar.

Fusion has the potential to provide an
abundant source of low-carbon energy by
copying the processes that power the sun
and stars. This exciting new technology will
play an important role alongside
established renewable technologies such
as wind and solar.

STEP will be the UK’s prototype fusion
plant and is intended to pave the way for
commercial fusion power. UKAEA is
targeting first operations in the early
2040s, with initial aims to produce a
concept design by 2024.

The next stage of the process is a
thorough technical assessment to assess
the comparative suitability of the sites.
Once all assessment processes are
complete, the Secretary of State for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
will make a final decision on the site;
anticipated around the end of 2022.



 
Harnessing nuclear science to benefit

society

This June saw NNL, the UK’s national
laboratory for nuclear fission, launch its
new Strategic Plan: This is NNL.

With its flagship facility Central Laboratory on
the Sellafield site, I am proud that Copeland
is home to much of the fantastic work done
by NNL. With three other world-leading
laboratories across the North West of
England, NNL is not only driving game-
changing scientific advances but is a major
regional employer.

Its new Strategic Plan reflects the
organisation’s necessary ambition and
commitment to bringing the UK back to the
forefront of global nuclear research and
development. 

Underpinned by NNL’s purpose of nuclear
science to benefit society, it aims to address
some of the world’s biggest challenges,
including ensuring the UK nuclear sector can
deliver what is required for net zero.

The scale of the challenge ahead for the UK
to successfully decarbonise is enormous.

This will not happen without the nuclear sector
and, as national laboratory, NNL plays a vital
role in developing clean energy technologies to
support the UK’s net zero commitment. NNL
will therefore be channeling its work into four
strategic areas including Clean Energy, as well
as Health and Nuclear Medicine,
Environmental Restoration and Security and
Non-Proliferation. 

In doing so, NNL will be helping to bring more
high-skilled, high-value jobs to the North West,
including – of course – here in Copeland.

To support this work, NNL has also launched a
new Science and Technology Agenda:
Unleashing Innovation and Meeting the UK’s
Climate Change Targets. 

This five-year programme of investment is
designed to ensure the UK has what it needs to
underpin new and existing nuclear clean
energy technologies, including advanced
reactors and zero carbon hydrogen
production. It provides exciting potential for
what can be achieved with the skills and
heritage we have in Copeland and across the
North West.

https://www.nnl.co.uk/
https://nnl.foleon.com/nnl-strategic-report/nnl-strategic-report/cover/
https://nnl.foleon.com/nnl-st-agenda/our-science-and-technology-agenda/cover/
https://nnl.foleon.com/nnl-st-agenda/our-science-and-technology-agenda/cover/


Pop-up events in Copeland on 
geological disposal 

 
 

Copeland GDF Working Group is currently
holding a series of pop-up events to
continue the conversation about
geological disposal of higher activity
radioactive waste and what it could mean
for Copeland.

Members of the community are invited to
drop-in and have a chat with the local
community engagement team, pick up a
leaflet, ask a question or share views. 

The informal events are taking place in
different areas of Copeland - limited to small
numbers to ensure Covid-safety and will
operate within Government guidance.

Gillian Johnston, Copeland Working Group’s
Community Engagement Manager, said:
“We’ve been looking forward to being able to
speak face to face with people about what
geological disposal could mean for Copeland.
The Working Group is here to help inform
people about GDF, listen to views and answer
any questions people may have. Come along
and have a chat with the local team.”

They will be followed by a larger exhibition
roadshow around Copeland from September
1-17th which will feature information,
interactive activities and experts in different
subjects to help answer questions, for further
information click here. 

Thursday 26thAugust, 12.30-1.30pm.
Register HERE.
Thursday 9thSeptember, 7-8pm. Register
HERE.

Three drop-ins have been held so far and
others are as follows: 

Aug 11: Seascale Library, 10am-3pm

Aug 20: Millom Conservative & Unionist Club,
Lapstone Road, 10am-3pm

Aug 24: Former Belvoir shop, King Street,
Whitehaven, 10am-3pm

As part of the process to find a site for a GDF
in England or Wales, the Copeland GDF
Working Group has three main tasks – begin
to understand community issues, examine
any concerns and questions the public has
about a GDF; identify a search area or areas
within Copeland and recruit initial members
for a Community Partnership which could
take that work forward.

Two online events have also been organise
for those unable to join in person:

To contact the Working Group email
gdfinfo-copeland@nda.gov.uk or
telephone 0300 369 0000.

http://www.copeland.workinginpartnership.org.uk/
http://www.copeland.workinginpartnership.org.uk/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/0_FpC0YG6tLYvyosWMyRM?domain=eventbrite.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/S4P2CgZmgt746B0sEFc1I?domain=eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:gdfinfo-copeland@nda.gov.uk


Copeland News In Brief
 

One of 3 machines that will begin
grabbing waste out of the Magnox Swarf
Storage Silo has moved into position.

The machine that will be starting the most
important hazard and risk reduction job on
the Sellafield site later this year has now
moved across the specially installed rails at
the top of the Magnox Swarf Storage Silo
(MSSS).

The 350-tonne Silo Emptying Plant (SEP2)
machine successfully moved from
compartment 6 to compartment 10, where
the first waste will be lifted out from.

It’s a milestone moment for the programme
and allows preparations to begin for active
commissioning and the start of retrievals
(currently forecast for later in the financial
year).

Chris Halliwell, head of legacy silos for
Sellafield Ltd, said: It’s one small step for
SEP2, but one giant leap for MSSS retrievals.
To have this machine locked into position
above the compartment which it will soon
begin emptying shows just how close we are
to beginning a job we have been planning
and preparing for many years."

Full details here

 
One giant leap for Magnox Swarf

Storage Silo retrievals
 

 
A supply chain company is growing its
business in West Cumbria after
winning a new contract with Sellafield
Ltd.

Iron Mountain, the storage and
information management services
company, has unveiled a new office in
Whitehaven and increased its workforce
as part of the expansion.

Full details here.

 
Sellafield supplier's investment

creates jobs in Cumbria

The Green Jobs Taskforce has issued its
report to Government. 

The report highlights that Skills Bootcamps
will, from this month, support flexible training
in key green sectors such as construction and
nuclear. The nuclear bootcamp will be located
in the north west and details can be found at
this link here. 

The nuclear industry has one of the largest
job opportunities in the UK while the Green
Apprenticeship Advisory Panel is identifying
existing apprenticeships that best support
green career pathways.

The Nuclear Sector Deal – published in 2018 –
will help to ensure the nuclear industry
benefits from the skills it requires through a
more diverse workforce, including a target of
40% women in nuclear by 2030. EDF are
committed to this target, aiming to have 40%
women across all levels of the business by
2030.

The full report can be found here. 
 

 
Government’s Green Jobs
Taskforce issues report

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sep2-moves-into-position-for-retrievals
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sellafield-suppliers-investment-creates-jobs-in-cumbria
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003570/gjtf-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/find-a-skills-bootcamp/list-of-skills-bootcamps
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003570/gjtf-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1003570/gjtf-report.pdf


Low Level Waste Repository Ltd (LLWR)
is now a subsidiary of the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority (NDA) after
its ownership was transferred from UK
Nuclear Waste Management Ltd
(UKNWM).
 
It represents the latest NDA-owned site to
move to subsidiary status and follows a
similar transition at Dounreay Site
Restoration Ltd in March.
 
NDA Chief Executive Officer David Peattie
said: “LLWR becoming a subsidiary is a
significant milestone in building a stronger
NDA group. We are transforming the way
that we work across the estate, with a
focus on sharing and collaboration, while
also maximising the strength and scale of
the group.
 
“Thank you to the UKNWM team for their
good stewardship of the site in recent
years and congratulations to Martin
Walkingshaw, who is stepping up from
being LLWR’s Deputy Chief Executive
Officer to lead the organisation. Martin is
fully committed to the NDA group’s
mission and values and will expertly steer
the important work at the LLWR site.”
 
The move to make LLWR an NDA
subsidiary is a step towards the creation of
a single group waste division early next
year. This will bring together the NDA’s
waste management expertise, including
LLWR and Radioactive Waste Management,
growing capability and simplifying how the
group operates to deliver greater value for
the taxpayer.

Full details here.

 

Low Level Waste
Repository becomes a
subsidiary of the NDA

NNL has published a ground-breaking new
modelling report demonstrating the role
nuclear can play in delivering the UK’s net
zero goals.

This is the first time that such diverse,
scalable and low-cost applications for
nuclear technologies have been fully
represented across the whole energy
system. 

The modelling, which was conducted with
independent specialists from Energy
Systems Catapult and LucidCatalyst,
considers the whole energy system on the
path to net zero. 

Full details here

 
NNL Unveils Transformative

Nuclear for Net Zero Modelling
 

 
Barclays has chosen Whitehaven Bus
Station as the location for its first Eagle
Lab in Cumbria.

The Lab will offer co-working, office and
meeting space, plus a space where
entrepreneurs, individuals and businesses
can access innovative tools, curated events,
and the right network to innovate.

Trudy said: “I’m delighted to welcome
Barclays back to Whitehaven. t’s wonderful
to see such a prestigious, blue chip brand
investing in our community.”

Full details here.

 

Global banking giant joins
Sellafield’s Bus Station project

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/low-level-waste-repository-becomes-a-subsidiary-of-the-nda
https://www.nnl.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/NNL-UK-Energy-System-Modelling-for-Net-Zero.pdf
https://es.catapult.org.uk/about-us/
https://www.lucidcatalyst.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sep2-moves-into-position-for-retrievals
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/global-banking-giant-joins-sellafields-bus-station-project


Helpful Articles 
 

Key Nuclear Messages
 One large-scale station can power Cumbria 8 times over

Nuclear has saved the UK six years’ worth of emissions, 2.3 billion tonnes, far more
emissions than any other source

By 2030, we are losing stations that can power around 13 million homes 

The UK will need four times as much clean power, and 10 times as much clean energy, by
2050 to hit net zero

Nuclear is the UK’s only proven source of clean, always-on, emissions-free power, and the
only source that can produce low-carbon power and low-carbon heat

Nuclear is the most jobs-rich form of low-carbon energy: a large-scale project can sustain
around 70,000 high-skilled, well-paid jobs

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced nuclear energy for Net Zero: A strategy for action
Francis Livens is Director of The University of Manchester’s Dalton Nuclear

Institute
 

Nuclear energy: Fusion plant backed by Jeff Bezos to be built in
UK

BBC News
 

Potential sites for fusion power plant identified
BBC News

 
Nuclear for a decarbonized future

Barclays Global Nuclear 
 

USA needs nuclear to achieve net zero, says Granholm
World Nuclear News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://blog.policy.manchester.ac.uk/sci-tech/2021/06/advanced-nuclear-energy-for-net-zero-a-strategy-for-action/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-57512229
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-south-scotland-57440755
https://m.box.com/shared_item/https%3A%2F%2Fapp.box.com%2Fs%2Fooduy5qkpevlb9rj4j7ftzze6ba456zl
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/USA-needs-nuclear-to-achieve-net-zero-says-Granhol?feed=feed
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www.TrudyHarrison.co.uk
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A huge thank you to each of the  fabulous companies and organisations that have
contributed to this update. 

 
If you would like to feature in future issues, please get in touch with me using the

email below.

https://www.instagram.com/trudyharrisonmp/
https://www.facebook.com/trudyHarrisonforcopeland

